Pulmonary complications after Fluosol administration to patients with life-threatening blood loss.
Fluosol-DA 20% (Fluosol), a perfluorochemical emulsion capable of improving oxygen transport, was used to treat three patients with life-threatening hemorrhage. In each case a decreased partial pressure of oxygen, an increased alveolar-arterial oxygen gradient, fever, an increased white blood cell count, and chest x-ray abnormalities occurred at similar time intervals after treatment with Fluosol. In one patient, pulmonary complications were fatal. Similar adverse reactions to treatment with Fluosol have not been previously reported. Possible explanations for these pulmonary complications are the adult respiratory distress syndrome, oxygen toxicity, or direct toxic effects of Fluosol.